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CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES  

Report of the Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that the Committee considers the current consultation on 
changes to parliamentary constituency boundaries and submits its views 
accordingly. 
 

Summary 
 
The Committee is invited to consider and respond to the current consultation on initial 
proposals for new parliamentary constituency boundaries. 

Statutory Powers 
 
Local Government Acts 1972, 1989 and 2000. 

 

Introduction 

1. On 13 September 2011, the independent Boundary Commission for England 
(BCE) launched a 12 week consultation on its initial proposals for new 
parliamentary constituency boundaries in England. 

2. The review of constituency boundaries is being carried out after Parliament 
decided that there should be a reduction in the number of constituencies 
across the UK, and that there should be a similar number of electors in each 
constituency (every constituency to have an electorate (as at the review date) 
that is no less than 95% and no more than 105% of the UK electoral quota of 
76,641 electors).  The number of constituencies is being reduced from 533 to 
502.  

3. Under the BCE’s initial proposals, 77 of the existing constituencies are 
unchanged.  However, changes are being proposed in this area, as detailed 
below. 

4. The BCE’s extensive consultation, which includes hosting a number of public 
hearings across England, will enable people to have their say in the design of 
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the new constituency boundaries.  Detailed information has been made 
available in the Customer Service Centre since the consultation’s launch. 

5. The consultation is due to end on 5 December 2011. 

Current boundaries 

6. Following the most recent boundary changes, which were in place for the last 
(2010) parliamentary election, Chandler’s Ford and Hiltingbury borough wards 
were transferred (in part from Eastleigh but mainly from Romsey 
Constituency) to the Winchester Constituency, with the remainder of the 
Borough located within the Eastleigh Constituency.  There are no other wards 
from other authorities currently within the Eastleigh Constituency.  

What is proposed 

7. Full South East proposals can be accessed at: http://rr-bce-
static.s3.amazonaws.com/wp-
content/uploads/2011/09/2011_09_09_BCE_SouthEastIP_acc2.pdf?9d7bd4.  
A total of 17 constituencies have been assigned to this sub-region, a reduction 
of one from the current arrangement. 

8. At paragraphs 71 and 72 of the South East Region annex, the BCE states: 

“Our proposed Eastleigh constituency is significantly reconfigured as a result 
of our suggested changes elsewhere. It extends further to the north of 
Southampton than the existing constituency and no longer extends to the 
Solent. It includes three wards of the Borough of Test Valley that are in the 
existing Romsey and Southampton North constituency, four wards of the 
Borough of Eastleigh that are in the existing Winchester constituency, and 
seven wards that are in the existing Eastleigh constituency. This arrangement 
allows us to respect much of the district boundary between the City of 
Winchester and the boroughs of Eastleigh and Test Valley. 

 
We propose to include the remaining eight wards from the existing Eastleigh 
constituency, with five wards from the current Fareham constituency, to create 
a new Hedge End and Hamble constituency. This constituency also includes 
the Bitterne ward of the City of Southampton.” 
 

9. The proposed new parliamentary constituencies covering our area therefore 
are: 

 
Eastleigh Constituency (total electors: 78,829) 
 
Covering the following wards (number of electors): 
 
Bishopstoke East 4,414 
Bishopstoke West 4,244 
Chandler’s Ford East (coming in from Winchester constituency) 3,702 
Chandler’s Ford West (coming in from Winchester constituency)  4,667 
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Eastleigh Central 7,715 
Eastleigh North 6,398 
Eastleigh South 6,325 
Fair Oak and Horton Heath Eastleigh 6,786 
Hiltingbury East (coming in from Winchester constituency)  4,073 
Hiltingbury West (coming in from Winchester constituency)  4,216 
West End North 4,032 
Swaythling (Southampton) 9,178 
Ampfield and Braishfield (Test Valley) 1,841 
North Baddesley (Test Valley) 5,507 
Valley Park (Test Valley) 5,731 
 
Hedge End and Hamble Constituency (total electors: 76,515) 
 
Covering the following wards (number of electors): 
 
Bitterne (Southampton) 9,873 
Botley 4,066 
Bursledon and Old Netley 5,836 
Hamble-le-Rice and Butlocks Heath 4,399 
Hedge End Grange Park 5,267 
Hedge End St John’s 6,044 
Hedge End Wildern 4,172 
Netley Abbey 4,091 
West End South 4,524 
Locks Heath (Fareham) 5,685 
Park Gate (Fareham) 6,036 
Sarisbury (Fareham) 5,516 
Titchfield Common (Fareham) 5,490 
Warsash (Fareham) 5,516 
 

10. Plans showing these proposed constituencies are attached to this report.  

11. Members may therefore wish to consider the ‘split’ of the Borough this way 
(particularly with West End North and West End South being covered by two 
different parliamentary constituencies), and the affinity to wards from other 
Council areas.   

12. It should also be noted that the current Eastleigh and Winchester 
constituencies already have electorates within 5% of the electoral quota 
referred to in paragraph 2. However, the BCE argue that the City of 
Southampton contains too many electors to be wholly contained within two 
constituencies, and the ward electorates permit few options in this area. This 
has therefore had knock-on implications elsewhere, including the Eastleigh 
area. 

13. As the bulk of both constituencies would be within this Council’s area, both 
would come under the responsibility of this Council’s appointed Returning 
Officer.  
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14. Details on the full consultation are available at: 
www.independent.gov.uk/boundarycommissionforengland  

Financial Implications 

15. There are no direct financial implications arising from this report. 

Risk Assessment 

16. There are no risk implications arising from this report. 

Equality and Diversity Implications 

17. Members may wish to consider whether there are any accessibility issues 
arising from what is proposed in the BCE’s consultation.  

Conclusion 

18. The Committee is invited to consider the consultation proposals and submit its 
views. 

RICHARD WARD 
Head of Legal and Democratic Services 

 
Date: 1 November 2011 
Contact Officer: Jon Brown 
Tel No: 023 8068 8124 
e-mail: jon.k.brown@eastleigh.gov.uk 
Appendices Attached: Two – plans of the two new consituencies 
 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 - SECTION 100D 

The following documents disclose facts or matters on which this report or an 
important part of it is based and have been relied upon to a material extent in the 
preparation of this report: 

BCE Consultation, as detailed above. 


